
Author's Note 

This work is a revision of a doctoral thesis completed at the University of 
Otago in 1995 under the supervision of Assoc. Prof. August Obermayer. The 
original intention remains: to provide a retrospective analysis of Fritz 
Hochwalder's entire dramatic reuvre, focusing on the central theme of the role 
of conscience. The citations in parentheses should be self-explanatory: 
references to plays in the collected dramas published by Styria give the volume 
first, followed by page number; while the unpublished works are cited by 
either name or the initials of the title (e.g. DP= "Der Prozess") and page 
number. 
In quoting from the unpublished typescripts, every effort has been made to 
reproduce faithfully Hochwalder's intentions, although illegible hand anno
tations at times made this difficult. However, to aid reading and clarity, two 
areas of the original typescripts have been standardized in line with the 
published works: the names of characters speaking in passages of dialogue 
have consistently been rendered in capitals, although Hochwalder himself 
varied this from typescript to typescript; and Hochwalder's rather enigmatic 
use of spacing around punctuation, particularly notable in early typescripts, 
has been standardized to that of the published plays and the practice used 
throughout this book. 
The full title of plays are given when they first appear, thereafter by the 
accepted abbreviations; for example, Donadieu. Schauspiel in drei Akten is 
subsequently given as Donadieu. 

Acknowledgements 

Thanks are due to many people, without whose help through a long gestation 
period this book would never have seen the light of day. I would like to thank 
Dr. August Obermayer especially, for incorporating this work into the Otago 
German Studies series of publications; his support, encouragement and 
proof-reading have been invaluable. Likewise, my thanks are due to the entire 
Department of German at the University of Otago, who helped nurse me 
through the labour and birth of the original thesis. 
I gratefully acknowledge the kind permission of Frau Susanne Hochwalder to 
use the unpublished material, and the assistance provided by both the staff of 
the Wiener Stadt- und Landesbibliothek, where the NachlafJ is held, and the 
Dokumentationsstelle fiir neuere osterreichische Literatur. The research con
ducted in Europe would not have been possible without the financial support 
of the DAAD. 
This study would not have been finished without the considerable support of 
friends: Peter Barton, Christiane Franke, Peter Whyte, and Marc and Inge 
Doesburg have all at various stages helped preserve my sanity and have offered 
valuable suggestions. Thanks to Judith Geare, who can claim responsibility 



for awakening an interest in German and introducing me to the works of 
Hochwiilder. Professor Hansgerd Delbriick' s detailed critique of the original 
thesis was extremely useful, forcing me to reappraise certain positions, if not 
necessarily change them, and I wish to thank him for his encouragement to 
publish. 
But more than anyone else Ruth deserves my thanks for being there to en
courage, console and occasionally badger! Without her support this would not 
have been possible. 
Finally, I dedicate this to our two other joint creations, born between thesis 
and book: Rachel and Sarah. 

hugjo28p
Rectangle



"Recht tun hei6t: sich reinigen vom eignen Bosen" 

- Die Herberge 
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